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SINGLE USE BAG REDUCTION AND RECYCLING PROGRAM AND EXPANDED
POLYSTYRENE FOOD CONTAINERS - QUARTERLY PROGRESS REPORT NO. 3

On January 22, 2008, your Board adopted the County of Los Angeles' Single Use Bag
Reduction and Recycling Program (Program), and instructed the Chief Executive Officer
to implement the Program, in partnership with the Directors of Public Works, Internal -
Services, Public Health, and the Sanitation Districts, and key stakeholders including
large supermarkets and retail stores, the plastic bag industry, environmental
organizations, and recyclers. The Board further directed staff to provide quarterly
progress reports to the Board and interested stakeholders (attached).

On May 22, 2007, your Board approved a number of actions related to the use of
expanded polystyrene (EPS) food containers. This quarterly progress report includes
highlights about our efforts to implement the EPS program that were detailed in our
October 15, 2008 status report.

Single Use Bag Reduction and Recycling Program

Program Launch and City Participation

On August 21, 2008, a joint letter from this Office and the California Grocers Association
(CGA) was sent to each of the 121 affected stores in the unincorporated County areas.
The joint letter was supplemented by a Resource Packet to assist stores in
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understanding the various components of the Program, and also included
implementation strategies for: 1) training store personnel; 2) providing incentives to
decrease consumption of single use bags and increasing the use of reusable bags; and
3) incorporating public education and awareness efforts into store operations.

Resource Packets were also provided to each of the following nine cities currently
participating in the Program: Azusa, Bell, Glendale, Hermosa Beach, Lomita,
Pico Rivera, Redondo Beach, Santa Fe Springs, and Signal Hill. We continue to
encourage other cities to join the Program, and the City of Pomona has indicated their
interest in adopting a resolution to join at an upcoming City Council meeting.

Store Participation

In addition to the Resource Packets, affected unincorporated County area stores were
given checklists to complete and return to assist the Working Group in gauging current
single use bag usage levels, existing recycling efforts, and reusable bag sales at the
stores. To date, 14 checklists have been returned. Generally, larger stores indicate
that they have implemented many of the store personnel training and public outreach
components outlined in the Resource Packet; and smaller, independent stores have not
yet implemented these strategies. In all cases, however, respondents express their
interest in working with the County to implement many of the Program components.

The low number of returned checklists indicates that increased efforts will be needed to
positively engage stores in this Program. Accordingly, the Working Group has
developed a plan to increase outreach efforts to stores, including the following:

e Working with the CGA to establish contacts with corporate offices to facilitate
ongoing efforts;

e Conducting store site visits and establishing relationships with store managers to
effectively activate Program components; and

e Encouraging facsimile or online submittal of surveys.

Upon fully implementing the Program objectives among Category 1 large supermarkets
within the unincorporated County areas, performance levels and the effectiveness of the
Program will be evaluated by the Working Group. Based on those findings, the Working
Group will then determine the viability of further expanding the Program to include the
Category 2 convenience and franchise stores and Category 3 small stores in the
unincorporated County areas.
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Working Group and Subcommittees

During this reporting period, the Working Group has convened on a bi-monthly basis.
Each of the three subcommittees - Store Operations, Public Education and Outreach,
and Technical Advisory - has met monthly. The subcommittees have been well
represented with stakeholder participation, which has included industry groups,

environmental organizations, school representatives, and governmental entities.
Key issues addressed this quarter include:

e Store Operations: Expanding direct outreach to stores including site visits and
meetings with corporate executives.

e Public Education and Outreach: Developing a campaign aimed at increasing the
use of reusable bags, increasing single use bag recycling, and reducing litter

through community and school events.
e Technical Advisory: Continuing efforts to quantify recycling and reuse data.
EPS Food Containers

On October 15, 2008, a status report was provided to your Board on EPS food
containers in response to the May 22, 2007 Board order. The status report
concluded that a consultant should be retained to evaluate EPS food container usage
by County departments, conduct life-cycle assessments of EPS products and develop
specific environmentally preferred alternatives for each department.

The consultant study will be completed in May 2009, at which point the departments
would proceed with procuring alternative products, including amendments to existing
contracts, as appropriate. August 1, 2009 is the anticipated effective date for phasing
out of EPS food containers at County facilities.

Upon the full implementation at County operations, the effectiveness of the EPS
phase out would be evaluated in collaboration with the Working Group. Based on this
evaluation, the feasibilty of further expanding the EPS restriction to the
unincorporated County area retail stores and food service establishments would be
determined. The life cycle analysis conducted by the consultant will also aid in this
evaluation.
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Concurrent with the above efforts, staff will continue to explore the possibility of
implementing a pilot effort that would target used EPS food containers generated by
the Sheriff and Health Services, the County’s two largest EPS consumer
departments. Staff efforts include touring prospective recycling facilities, evaluating
departments’ operational requirements and vendors’ logistical constraints, analyzing
vendors’ existing contractual agreements with other public agencies, and coordinating
potential actions with milestone dates of other Program elements. Updates pertaining
to these activities will be provided in subsequent quarterly reports.

Summary

The next Quarterly Report will be submitted to your Board by February 1, 2009.
If you have any questions regarding this progress report, please contact me, or your
staff may contact Burt Kumagawa of this Office at (213) 893-9742, or via e-mail at
bkumagawa @ ceo.lacounty.gov.

WTF:LS
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Attachment

c: Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Sheriff
Acting Director of Health Services
Acting Director of Public Works
Director of Internal Services
Director and Health Officer of Public Health
Treasurer and Tax Collector
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
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